28. July 1992

EURO- LETTER no. 7

This Eurol etter contains an update after the Annual Meeting of
ILGAin Paris. The mnutes of the two European regi onal workshops
are integrated in the letter.

The two working parties by now consists of the foll ow ng groups:

1. The Council of Europe/ CSCE working party:
GLF, Col ogne
HOSI Wen, Austria
COC, The Net herl ands
Stonewal | G oup, UK
Recht skom t ee Lanbda, Austria
RFSL, Sweden
DNF- 48, Nor way
SETA, Finl and
LBL, Denmark (Coordi nator)

Since two Austrian groups are nmenbers of the working party, it
was decided that HOSI Wen remains being the contact to
Austrian authorities.

The tasks of this working party was set out at the European

regional neeting of ILGA in Copenhagen decenber 1990:

a Lobbying in relation to the proposed protocol to The
Eur opean Convention of Human R ghts and NGO status for | LGA
in relation to the Council of Europe.

b Influencing the CoE so that the council wll al so consider
| esbi an and gay rights when assessi ng whet her countries in
central and eastern Europe can join CoE.

c Influencing the CoE in respect to the drafting of nodel
ai ds | egislation.

d Trying to get gay and | eshian rights recognised as a part
of the human di nensi on of the CSCE-process.

2. The EC working party:
CG L, Spain
SETA, Finl and
gpl, France
SVD, Ger many
GEN, Ireland
Honost udi es, The Net herl ands
COC, The Net herl ands
RFSL, Sweden



DNF- 48, Nor way

Recht skom t ee Lanbda, Austria

HOSI Wen, Austria

| LGA Information Secretari at

St onewal | G oup, UK (co-coordi nator)
LBL, Denmark (co-coordi nator)

The guidelines for ILGAs work towards the EC was passed at the
St ockhol m conf erence and has been confirnmed at the Copenhagen
conference and at the Berlin conference. The guidelines for
the work are these:

"The | LGA has the responsibility of defending and pronoting
the needs of | esbians and gay nen wherever and whenever pos-
sible, within the current powers of the ECinstitutions. Thus,
if directives or recommendati ons emanating fromthe Comm s-
sion, or Parlianmentary reports or resolutions, are not sensi-
tive to the needs of | eshians and gay nen, or if any EC insti-
tution is failing to make use of its powers relating to |es-
bi an and gay rights, the ILGA nust speak and act. The role of
the ILGAis to work actively to ensure protection and devel op-
ment of the rights of | esbians and gay nen al so within the EC
The ILGAs remt covers only lesbian and gay rights and thus
the I LGA cannot canpai gn on the general issues of expansion of
EC powers or harnonisation of social policies between EC
states.”

The Euroletters are sent out regularly by the LBL to nenbers of
bot h worki ng parties and several other people. The Euroletters
are the main neans of conmunication for the working parties
bet ween conf erences.

Menmbers of the working parties (and other) should report to LBL

and we will see to the spread of information through the Euro-
letters.

A. Council of Europe Business

1) Addi ti onal protocol to the European Convention on
Human Rights (prohibiting discrimnation based on
sexual orientation).

M nutes fromthe CoE/ CSCE workshop in Paris:

"The protocol was agreed at a May 1990 study confer-
ence in Copenhagen. A resolution urging adoption of
the protocol has been forward in the Parlianentary
Assenbly of the CoE, but seens to be stuck in the
| egal commttee of the Parlianmentary Assenbly. Seve-
ral people reported on their contacts with their na-
tional nmenbers of the Parlianentary Assenbly or the
| egal committee. Sonme nenbers had not heard of the
resolution. It was agreed that the resolution and the
protocol need to be revived and that the groups in
the CoE working party should contact their nationa

menbers of the Parliamentary Assenbly who are in the
| egal commttee (nanes to be provided by the Eurolet-
ter)."



2)

3)

4)

The nanes will be sent out with the next Euroletter.

NGO status of ILGA to the Council of Europe

M nutes fromthe CoE/ CSCE workshop in Paris:

"I LGAs application has been rejected twice. It was
deci ded at the Berlin conference (Dec. 1991) to have
a nmenber of the Parliamentary Assenbly raise this
matter with the secretary general of the CoE. No re-
port back has been received yet. It was agreed that
t he CoE working party groups should contact their na-
tional nenbers of the Parlianentary Assenbly about
this (any reason for rejection to be provided in Eu-
roletter).”

Copi es of the correspondence are encl osed (the appli -
cation and three letters).

Lesbian and gay rights in Central - and Eastern Euro-
pean countries applying for nenbership of the Council
of Europe

M nutes fromthe CoE/ CSCE wor kshop in Paris:
"Central and Eastern European countries are now
joining the CoE. Hungary, Czechosl ovakia, Poland and,
nost recently, Bulgaria have joined. |ILGA wants the
CoE to consider each applicant's laws relating to gay
and | esbian rights and in particular to make conpli -
ance with the Dudgeon and Norris judgenents of the
Eur opean Court of Human Rights (i.e. no total ban on
sexual activity between nmen or between wonen) a con-
dition of CoE nmenbership. Such a condition could in-
fluence countries with total bans (e.g. Rumani a) that
wants to join the CoE. An attenpt to raise this issue
with the CoE Directorate of Human R ghts has not been
successful. An Austrian nmenber of the Parlianentary
Assenbly (Ms. Gaenietz) is wlling to put forward
awitten question in the Parlianmentary Assenbly (in
the autum of 1992) that would serve as a rem nder
t hat gay/l esbian rights nust be consi dered when new
nmenbers apply. It was agreed that national nenbers of
the Parlianentary Assenbly shoul d be inforned of the
| aws in Eastern Europe and that Al exandra Dudas de-
scription of these laws (as anended by Hel muth G aup-
ner) should be included in the Euroletter.”

The anmendnents by Helnmuth are nentioned in the
encl osed | etter fromRechtskonmi tee Lanbda, part 111

| suggest that Al exandra Duda goes through these
anmendnents and send a new copy of her description to
be included in the next Euroletter to be used by the
wor ki ng party as agreed.

Counci | of Europe nodel aids |egislation

After it has been expected that The Standing Commt -
tee on Human Rights would initiate a study on howto
conbat health related discrimnation in general, it
was decided in October 1991 that the study should



only deal with aids/hiv related discrimnation. The
Swiss Institute of Conparative Law has been asked to
carry out the study, and the report is due to come
out this autum.

The contact person in the institute is Anne-Sophie
Ri eben, Swiss Institute of Conparative Law, Dorigny,
CH 1015 Lausanne; tel. + 41 21 692 4311, fax. + 41 21
692 4343.

5) News from Europe
M nutes fromthe CoE/ CSCE wor kshop in Paris:
"It was agreed that groups in the CoE working party
should send copies of GEN s letter regarding the
Irish governnent's decision to delay further a change
inlrish lawto conply wwth Norris to their national
menbers of the Parlianmentary Assenbly and shoul d
contact their foreign mnisters to put pressure on
Ireland, and on UK to change the law in G braltar
whi ch could happen soon if the |ocal council wll
t ake the decision (the UK governnents preference). A
potential applicant to Strasbourg has been | ocated in
G braltar. The |l aw of the Isle of Man was changed in
June 1992. Thanks to all for their support. ILGA s
application to intervene in Mdinos (the European
Comm ssi on on Human Ri ght case on the law in Cyprus)
was rejected.”

The letter from GLEN i s encl osed.

"The CoE is preparing a European Convention on the
Rights of the Child, which may have an anti-discrim -
nation provision. Hel nuth Grauphner will get informa-
tion."

The Eur opean Comm ssi on on Human Ri ghts has rejected
a conpl ai nt agai nst di scrimnating age of consent in
Austria. See part | - Il of the letter from Rechtsko-
m tee Lanbda. The deci sion of the comm ssion is not
encl osed but can be obtained fromeither Helnmuth or
nme.

A report on a neeting with CoE officials from
Al exandra Duda is encl osed. Al exandra asks whet her
t he CoE reconmendati on 924 from 1981 ever has been
adopted by the Conmttee of Mnisters. |Is has not.

A report fromKurt Krickler is enclosed. Please be

aware of the UN conference on human rights in June
1993.

B. The CSCE - CHD process

M nutes fromthe CoE/ CSCE workshop in Paris:
"A wor ki ng group (Al exandra Duda, Wl fgang Hil smann,
Jukka Lehtonen, Mka Torvinen, Kurt Krickler and John



Clark) |obbied national delegations at the CSCE
neeting i n Hel sinki seeking support for inclusion of
sexual orientation in the anti-discrimnation |an-
guage of the conference's final docunent. They and
Hans Hj erpekjgn of Norway were thanked for their
efforts. They were unsuccessful in the end in spite
of Norway's support because of opposition fromthe
USA and the UK, in particular. (The USA has a speci -
fic objection to prohibiliting incitement to hatred
because of an June 1992 US Suprene Court decision
decl aring such prohibitions contrary to the First
Amendnent to the US constitution). The |obbying
efforts rai sed | esbian and gay issues in the CSCE for
the first time and were good groundwork for the
future. It was agreed that ILGA should be invited to
an autumm 1992 CSCE conference in Warsaw on "Tol er-
ance", that working party groups should contact their
governnents to nmake sure ILGA is invited, and that
there should be an ILGA parallel activity in Warsaw. "

Further information on the conference will be dis-
tributed as soon as we get details.

Two articles fromthe magazi ne "CSCE Hel si nki '92"
about " Shaping the Human D nension” and "Towards
defining NGO Access" are encl osed.

Page 53-54 of the final docunent from the Hel sinki
summit are encl osed. The full text of the docunent
can be obtained fromyour foreign mnistry.

Annmesty Internationals comments on the final docunent
is furthernore enclosed for your information.

C. EC Busi nesses

1)

The EC-funded report on | esbians and gay nmen wi thin
the comunity.

M nutes fromthe EC workshop in Paris:

"Anya Pal ner (Stonewal | ) described the background to
the report. David CGeer described its contents. There
wi Il be chapters on the follow ng:

- legal, social and econom c situation of |esbians
and gay nen in the EC

- the equality programm

freedomof novenent of persons, goods and services
famly policy

- EC citizenship

subsidiarity

| esbi ans, gay nmen and human rights.

In the discussion, it was suggested that the report
shoul d al so deal with issues of education policies,
financial services, poverty and disability.

Peter Ashmann outlined a possible strategy for
seeking to inplenent the recomendations of the
report. This, broadly, would consist of:



2)

3)

a resolution fromthe European Parliament (to be

drafted by professor Wiler)

- getting an itemin the EC budget to fund work on
t he report

- building an alliance with NGO concerned with m no-
rities and civil rights in the EC

- keeping in close contact with the relevant Direc-

torates CGeneral of the Conm ssion and the EP com

mttees.

In this regard it was agreed that the Information
Secretariat should al so becone a nenber of the wor-
ki ng party and should be the link between it and the
Comm ssion and Parlianent. This strategy was appro-
ved. "

The copyright of the report belongs to the Comm ssion
who has founded it, but it is expected that the Com
m ssion will publish the report - hopefully by | aun-
ching it on a semnar with wi de attendance.

The Sitges study conference on the report

M nutes fromthe EC workshop in Paris:

"CG L offered to host a special conference on the
report in Sitges on 16-18 Cctober to work on a detai -
| ed | obbying strategy. A hotel has been booked and
the cost would be 10.000 Pts for two nights plus
neal s per person. Nunbers would be limted to 30 par-
ticipants, consisting of menbers of the EC working
party (maxi mum of two persons from each group) plus
one or two of the experts who wote the report. Invi-
tations to nomnate participants would be included in
the next Euroletter. A detailed |obbying strategy
woul d then be presented to the next European Regi onal
Conference in Brussels (Dec. 1992). The CG L offer
was warnly wel coned. "

The nenbers of the working party will receive toget-
her with this Euroletter a registration fornula for
nom nati ons of participants to be sent to

CG L

C/. Carolines 13
Entresol 2a

E- 08012 Barcel ona

bef ore Septenber the 20th 1992.

Participants wll receive detailed information
directly from CGL in due tinme, but the follow ng
mai n frane can be reveal ed:

Arrival in Barcelona: friday 16th around | unch.
Bus transport fromCGL to Sitges.

Conference start friday 16th at 17.00 and ends sunday
18th after | unch.

Lesbian visibility project.



Still no final confirmati on from EC.



4) The resolution in the European Parlianent on recogni -
tion of the Dani sh partnership |aw
The official English edition of the resolution was
encl osed in Euroletter no. 5.

5) Motion for a resolution in the European Parliament on
gay marriage
The notion by Italian greens is encl osed.

The rest of the EC working party itens will be postponed
until after Sitges.

A copy of an article fromGy Tines is enclosed - and nem
ber groups are invited to tell the newspaper that the Euro-
pean | obbying it requests already exists!

Med ke lig hilsen

St ef fen Jensen



STUDY CONFERENCE ON EC
Sitges Cctober 16 - 18 1992.

The foll owi ng nmenber group of the ILGA EC working party:

Name of organization:

Addr ess:

Tel .

Fax:

nom nates the follow ng (rmaxi mum of TWD) to take part in the
study conference:

Nane:

Pri vat e address:

Tel :

and

Nane:

Pri vat e address:

Tel :

This formshall be sent to CG L
C/. Carolines 13
Entresol 2a
E- 08012 Barcel ona
bef ore Septenber the 20th 1992.
Participants wll receive detailed information directly fromCG L
in due tine.

Dat e and si gnat ure:




