30 Sept enber 1992

EURO- LETTER no. 9

Main news in this letter:

New CoE attitude to I LGAs NGO status on its way.

CSCE sem nar on tol erance i n Warsaw 16-20 Novenber with NGO
partici pation.

EC noney (40.000 ECU) to the Lesbian Visibility project of
LBL, Denmark

A. Counci |

of Europe Busi ness

1)

2)

Addi tional protocol to the European Convention on Hu-
man Rights (prohibiting discrimnation based on sexu-
al orientation).

W have received information that nenbers of the CoE
Parlianmentary Assenbly from Germany, Austria, Sweden
and Dennmark have been approached by nenbers of the
CoE wor ki ng party.

Furthernore Al exandra Duda has sent a letter to the
secretariat of the legal conmttee. The letter is en-
cl osed.

We have again been in contact with O e Espersen who
I's the rapporteur on the resolution in the |legal com
mttee. Things seemto be del ayed because nr Espersen
has had the expression that the word "sex" in the Eu-
ropean Convention of Human Ri ghts coul d be interpre-
ted to cover also sexual orientation. W have re-in-
formed himabout the history! and send him detail ed
I nf ormati on.

As nentioned in Euroletter no. 6 we have send letters
to anong others Amesty International in order to ob-
tain their support in our efforts towards the CoE. Al
has answered twice! The letters are enclosed. It
seens sonet hi ng has happened between the two letters!
W will of course answer the second letter.

NGO status of ILGA to the Council of Europe



d e Espersen has inforned us that the question of NGO
status of |ILCGA has been rai sed again and the secreta-
riat has prom sed to nake a new recomendati on

3) Lesbian and gay rights in Central - and Eastern Euro-
pean countries applying for nenbership of the Council
of Europe

Kurt Krickler has sent sone additional remarks to the
survey of | esbian and gay rights in Europe. The let-
ter (in German) is enclosed. In this connection we
can add that Iceland has repealed all its anti hono-
sexual laws by July 1st 1992. It mght interest you
to know that The Faroe |slands has not adopted the
Dani sh age of consent, nor the antidiscrimnation | aw
nor the partnership | aw

4) Counci | of Europe nodel aids |egislation
No further news.

5) News from Europe
Nei t her news about nor responses to the contacts to
foreign mnisters about Ireland and G braltar.

Al exandra has sent copies from a bookl et about the
structure of the Parlianmentary Assenbly of the CoE
The copi es are encl osed.

An international colloquiumon human rights will be
held in La Laguna 1 - 4 Novenber 1992. Registration
formis enclosed (though the date of registrationis
today!) in case sonmeone would be interested to go
t here.

B. The CSCE - CHD process

The CSCE semi nar on tolerance will be held in Warsaw
Novenber 16 - 20 1992 with NGO participation. W have
received i nformati on about the agenda and ot her noda-
lities fromthe Danish foreign mnistry. The infornma-
tion is encl osed.

Kurt Krickler and John O ark are preparing the docu-
ment mentioned in Euroletter no. 8 - and hopefully
ILGA will be present at the sem nar by one or both of
t hem

Note that the participating states are encouraged to
pay the travel expenses for NGO partici pants.

Furthernmore notes froma neeting with the Gernman for-
eign mnistry are encl osed.

C. EC Busi nesses




1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

The EC-funded report on | esbians and gay nmen within
the comunity.
The report will be ready for Sitges - we hope.

The Sitges study conference on the report
An updat ed agenda for the neeting is encl osed.

Lesbian visibility project.

LBL has received confirmation from EC that we w ||
get 40.000 ECU to the ILGA Lesbian Visibility Pro-
ject! The project is expected to start Decenber 1992
and run for one year.

The resolution in the European Parlianent on recogni -
tion of the Danish partnership | aw
No news.

Motion for a resolution in the European Parliament on
gay marriage
No news.

The Information secretariat has initiated an attenpt
to get EC noney (fromthe PHARE programme - pronoting
denocracy in the central and eastern Europe) for a
joint project to support gay/lesbian groups in cen-
tral and eastern Europe.

Med ke lig hilsen

Steffen Jensen Peter Bryld Ken Egel und Thomassen



